“Assurances and Certainties (Part 2)”
I John 5:18-21
Last week:

1. We know we have salvation and eternal life
2. We know God hears our prayers

3. We know God answers our prayers 

I. We know true believers grow in righteousness and sanctification (vs. 18)

II.   We know this world is in the grip of Satan (vs. 19)

Ephesians 6:12, “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.”
III. We know Jesus helps us understand and know the true God (vs.  
“idol” – anything which occupies the place due to God; comes as a substitute for God.  

IV. We know we tend to be idol makers (Exodus 24:3; 32:4)
A. Idols often descend from good things
B. Idols will dominate you
I Corinthians 12:2, “Before you knew Christ, you were controlled by dead idols, who always led you astray.”
C. Idols will distort and diminish God

D. Focus on God and run from idols
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