“Christmas Hardship”

I. Teaching of Scripture Regarding Hardship


A. Hardships are inevitable (Job 5:6-7)

Job 5:6-7, “For affliction (hardship) does not come from the dust, nor does trouble sprout from the ground, but man is born to trouble as the sparks fly upward. 


B. We are to endure hardships (II Timothy 2:12)

II Timothy 2:12, “If we endure hardship, we will reign with him.” (NLT)


C. God is faithful and will restore you (Psalm 71:20-21)

“You have allowed me to suffer much hardship, but you will restore me to life again
and lift me up from the depths of the earth. You will restore me to even greater honor and comfort me once again.” (NLT)


D. We are to praise God (Psalm 71:22-23)

“I will also praise you with the harp, because of your faithfulness, O my God; I will sing praises to you with the lyre, O Holy One of Israel. My lips will shout for joy, when I sing praises to you; my soul also, which you have redeemed.” 

 II. Testimony of Mary and Joseph in the midst of Hardship


A. Listened to God’s voice

B. Obeyed God’s directions


1. In the law they knew 

2. In the unknown

C. Reaped the fruits of obedience

Luke 2:52, “And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.”

(Transition to the Lord’s Supper):

Hebrews 12:1-2, “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,

looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.”
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