
HERE/AFTER

“Eternity: What Happens When I Die?”

Hebrews 9:27; Ecclesiastes 3:11

I. Life is short…Live Wisely
James 4:14, “What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes.”

II.   Death is Inevitable…Think about it
Hebrews 9:27, “…it is appointed for man to die once.”

It’s not the transition but the destination that really counts.  

III. Eternity is a Reality…Be Prepared

A. False Assumptions about eternity
1. Reincarnation 

Hebrews 9:27, “…it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment.”
2. Annihilation 

Matthew 25:46 – “And these will go away into eternal punishment but the righteous into eternal life.”
Revelation 14:11 – “And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever, and they have no rest day or night.”
3. Purgatory

Ephesians 2:8-9, “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.”
4. Universalism 

John 3:18, “Whoever believes in Jesus is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.”
B. Factual Assertions about eternity

1. Jesus holds the keys to death and Hades

Revelation 1:17-18, “When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades.”

2. Christ followers immediately go into the presence of the Lord
Luke 23:43, “Truly I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
II Corinthians 5:8, “I would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord.”

Philippians 1:23-24, “I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account.”

3. Unbelievers immediately go to Hades and are in torment
John 8:24, “I told you that you would die in your sins, for unless you believe that I am he you will die in your sins.”
Matthew 25:46 – “And these will go away into eternal punishment but the righteous into eternal life.”
4. Your eternal destination is your choice

Ecclesiastes 3:11, “God has put eternity into the hearts of men.”
Romans 10:9, “If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”

Hebrews 2:14-15, “14 Because God’s children are human beings—made of flesh and blood—the Son also became flesh and blood. For only as a human being could he die, and only by dying could he break the power of the devil, who had the power of death. 15 Only in this way could he set free all who have lived their lives as slaves to the fear of dying.”
I Peter 1:3-4, “Now we live with great expectation, and we have a priceless inheritance – an inheritance that is kept in heaven for you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of change and decay.”

II Corinthians 5:21, "For our sake God made Jesus to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Jesus we might become the righteousness of God."
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