HERE/AFTER

“Is There a Place Called Heaven?”

Luke 23:42-43; II Corinthians 5:6-8; I Peter 1:3-4

Summary:

1. Everyone will live forever

2. Destination will either be in the presence of God in heaven or in torment in Hell.

3. Your arrival is immediate 

4. Your destination is your choice

Three Heavens:

1. Our immediate atmosphere (the domain of the clouds and birds)
2. Outer space (sun, moon, planets)
3. The dwelling place of God. 
2 Corinthians 12:2-3, “I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows. 3 And I know that this man was caught up into paradise—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows.”
TIMELINE:

Death / Present heaven / Second Coming of Jesus / Resurrected body / Armageddon / Millennium / Great White Throne Judgment / New Heaven and New Earth

Revelation 21:1, “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away…”
Present heaven is a temporary dwelling place in the presence of God; a waiting place until the return of Jesus Christ and our bodily resurrection.

I. Our position in the Present Heaven -- Two opinions:
1. Disembodied state – (II Corinthians 5:1-4)
II Corinthians 5:1-4, “For we know that when this earthly tent we live in is taken down (that is, when we die and leave this earthly body), we will have a house in heaven, an eternal body made for us by God himself and not by human hands. 2 We grow weary in our present bodies, and we long to put on our heavenly bodies like new clothing. 3 For we will put on heavenly bodies; we will not be spirits without bodies.4 While we live in these earthly bodies, we groan and sigh, but it’s not that we want to die and get rid of these bodies that clothe us. Rather, we want to put on our new bodies so that these dying bodies will be swallowed up by life.”
2. God has an intermediate body for believers 
The rationale for this is twofold:

a) Accounts of biblical heavenly dwellers with bodies

(1) Enoch 

(2) Elijah 

(3) Mount of Transfiguration – Moses and Elijah

(4) Stephen’s vision of heaven

b) There seems to be physical substance in heaven
II.   What will the Present Heaven be Like?
1. We will be fully conscious…no soul sleep (Revelation 6:9-11)
2. Everything needed for our happiness will be there. (Psalm 16:11)
Psalm 16:11, “You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand.”
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3. No sin, death or suffering (Romans 6:7)

Romans 6:7, “For one who has died has been set free from sin.”
4. We will maintain our uniqueness (Revelation 6:9)

5. We will be aware of what is happening on Earth (Rev. 6:10; 18:20; 19:1-2; Luke 15:7, 10)

Luke 15:10, “In the same way, there is joy in the presence of God’s angels when even one sinner repents.” 
6. We will not be all knowing but will continuously learn (Rev. 6:11)

7. We will know others in heaven (Luke 16:23; John 20:19-20; 21:12)
8. There will be animals in heaven (Revelation 19:11, 14; 8:13)

Revelation 8:13, “Then I looked, and I heard an eagle crying with a loud voice as it flew directly overhead…”
9. The Tree of Life will be there (Revelation 2:7) 

10. Praising God constantly with great joy (Revelation 5:11-13)

Revelation 5:11-13
11 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice,
“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!”
13 And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying,
“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!”
III. Take the Next Step Towards Heaven
A. Secure your Destination 
1 Peter 1:3-4, “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade-- kept in heaven for you”
B. Prepare for your Destination 

Colossians 3:2 "Set your mind on things above."

C.S. Lewis, “If you read history you will find that the Christians who did most for the present world were those who thought most of the next.”
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