“Kingdom Character”
Matthew 5:1-12
"Blessed" - means "favored by God; approved by God."    
1. Poor in spirit -   spiritual bankruptcy
      Reward:  reign and rule of God in your life.  

2. Mourn -  sorrowful for your sins.
     Reward:     Comfort of God's forgiveness of your sins.  
3. Meek -   power under control.
 Matthew 11:29, “Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.” (KJV)
    Reward:    content
“The meek man cares not at all who is greater than he, for he has long ago decided that the esteem of the world is not worth the effort.” – A. W. Tozer
II Corinthians 6:10, "(we live) as sorrowful; yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing everything."
4.   Hunger and Thirst for Righteousness -   pattern of life in conformity to God's will.  

      Reward:  Satisfied and fulfilled.  

5.   Merciful   Compassion with action.
      Reward: You become a channel of mercy.
6. Pure in heart - laser focused devotion to God
    Reward: A clear vision of God  

7. Peacemaker -  making waves to secure peace
Reward:  reflect your Heavenly Father's peacemaking       character.  
8. Persecuted for righteousness' sake - being harassed for the Gospel.  
Reward: immeasurably great reward in heaven.  
II Corinthians 4:17, "For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.”
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