“Lookout for Antichrists”

1 John 2:18-29
I. Warnings about Antichrists

1. They could be former church members (vs. 19)
Matthew 7:21, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.”
2.  They accept God but deny Jesus as the Christ (vs. 22-23)
The truth is accepting Jesus is essential to a relationship with God 
a) The Son reveals the Father

John 1:18, “It is true that no one has ever seen God at any time. Yet the divine and only Son, who lives in the closest intimacy with the Father, has made him known.” (Phillips)
b) Our only approach to the Father is by the Son

John 14:6, “I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”

c) Confession of Christ before others is a prerequisite for confession by Christ before the Father

Matthew 10:32, “So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, but whoever denies me before men, I will also deny before my Father who is in heaven.”

John 5:23b, “Anyone who does not honor the Son is certainly not honoring the Father who sent him.”
3. They attempt to deceive and lead believers astray (vs. 26)
4. They are selective and misuse Scripture (vs. 27b) 
II.    Protection from Deception 

1. Abide in God’s Word (vs. 24-25)
2. Abide in the anointing of the Holy Spirit (vs. 20,27)
3. Be prepared for Jesus’ return…live righteously (vs. 28-29)
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