“NEXT Budget Balanced”
Acts 4:31-37; Matthew 6:21; Malachi 3:10

I. Pressure of Money
1. Money is the number one issue couples fight about

2. “Money fights” are the second leading cause of divorce
3. Financial worries are linked to rising suicide rates 

II.   Perspective on Money
1. You and I are rich!
Income $25,000 per year – wealthier than 90% of world population

Income $50,000 per year -  wealthier than 99% of world population

Almost half of world’s people live on less than $2 a day
Read Acts 4:31-37
2. God owns it all (4:32-33)

World’s perspective, “I am entitled to income because I worked for it. 
The Bible’s perspective: “All we have comes from God who entrusted us with it.”   
Deuteronomy 8:17-18, “God did it so you would never think that it was your own strength and energy that made you wealthy. Always remember that it is the LORD your God who gives you power to become rich.” (NLT)
3. I am to use my possessions to honor God and advance the Kingdom of God (4:34-35)
Proverbs 3:9, “Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce.”
4. My heart goes where my money goes (4:36-37)

Mathew 6:21, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

III. Plan to Manage Money – Create a Budget
1. Set aside a tithe – 10% to the Lord

Leviticus 27:30, "Every tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the trees, is the Lord's; it is holy to the Lord."
Malachi 3:10, "Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need."
2. Save regularly
Proverbs 21:20, “Precious treasure and oil are in a wise man’s dwelling, but a foolish man devours it.” 
3. Stay away from debt
4. Standard of living below your means 
· 30/60 day expense tracking
5. Stretch your faith with Kingdom opportunities
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