“Right Motives”

Matthew 6:1-8, 16-18

God judges us far more by the intent of our lives than by our achievement.

A.B. Bruce, “Show when tempted to hide (5:16) and hide when tempted to show (6:1).”

Motivation determines the reward for acts of righteousness.

Whenever you do a “religious” deed (giving, praying, fasting), your motive will either be:

1. Seek the praise of others

2. Anonymity in the act but quietly congratulating yourself

3. Desire the approval of God alone

I. Right Motive Giving (vs. 2-4)

“It is not the being seen of men that is wrong, but doing these things for the purpose of being seen of men. The problem with the hypocrite is his motivation. He does not want to be holy; he only wants to seem to be holy. He is more concerned with his reputation for righteousness than about actually becoming righteous. The approval of men matters more to him than the approval of God.” – Augustine  

Right motive giving is marked by self-sacrifice and self-forgetfulness.

II. Right Motive Praying (vs. 5-8)

Right motive praying:

1. Private – “go into your room and shut the door” 

2. Directness – “pray to your Father” 

3. Simplicity – “knows what you need before you ask Him”

4. Sincerity – “sees in secret” 

III. Right Motive Fasting (vs. 16-18)

Voluntary acts of spiritual discipline are never to become occasions for self-promotion

