SOLOMON: THINKER, BUILDER, LEADER, KING

“Something Greater”

Kings 10:1-10; Luke 11:31

Focusing on Solomon as king as he is visited by one of the most powerful and influential queens in the world. Throughout this account you will see a consistent theme of “something greater.”
Read 10:1-10 scripture on the screen in CC and lower third in SB

“Queen of Sheba” – “Sheba” is present day Yemen at the southern tip of Saudi Arabia. It was a center of trade for traffic involving Africa, India, and the Mediterranean countries. It was famous for its trade in perfumes, incense, gold and gem stones.
Solomon’s fame reached the queen probably through the caravan traders that regularly passed through Israel on their way to Damascus or Gaza.
The queen of Sheba was one of the most powerful and influential women in the world. Although state visits are more common today, it was somewhat unusual in those days for a reigning monarch to make such a journey in person. Typically someone like the queen of Sheba would have sent emissaries to Solomon’s court. Instead, she traveled more than a thousand miles through the desert to meet Israel’s king in person. 
“Fame of Solomon concerning the name of the Lord” - His fame was associated with the name of the Lord. Well-known that he was an enthusiastic and faithful servant of the Lord and that he humbly attributed his wisdom and success to the Lord. She recognizes that only a great God could produce such a great king. 
The fame of the Lord spread because of the great work being done by Solomon. Does your life spread the fame of the Lord? Are you a good advertisement for the Lord? Does your life give God good press or bad press? Are people attracted to God or apathetic toward God due to your life?

Her reason for coming was to see for herself whether the glowing reports had been exaggerated or not. She came to test him with hard questions.
(Vs. 2) - And when she came to Solomon, she brought quite a caravan of spices, gold and precious stones.
She told him all that was on her mind - that sent shivers down the spine of every married man! (Janice is in the next service so not sure I will use that comment!)
The queen of Sheba asked Solomon the hardest questions she knew because she was seeking more than just intellectual answers and challenges. She wanted to know things for herself. Knowing that he was associated with the Lord she was probably also seeking spiritual insights and as we will see later, the spiritual insights were here greatest take away. 
(Vs. 3) - Solomon answered every question and nothing was beyond his explanation.
(Vs. 4-5) - As great as she was, she recognized that she was in the presence of someone superior…someone greater. Everything she saw and experienced “took her breath away”; overwhelmed with amazement! 
(vs. 6-7) - Report of wisdom and prosperity she thought were exaggerated but were not only true but exceeded it! “The half was not told me”.
(vs. 8) - Your staff and servants are so happy.
Queens observations:

Your wisdom is greater than I had heard

Your prosperity is greater than I had heard

Your staff, your administration, your leadership greater than I had heard

My experience is greater than my expectations…greater than what I have read or been told.
(vs. 9) - Praise to God who has so richly blessed Solomon and set him on the throne and God obviously loves Israel to provide for her such an outstanding leader. God did this because he loved his people, and also because he loved Solomon. Solomon was the proof of God’s love for his people.
Fast forward almost a 1000 years and Jesus of Nazareth is speaking to the people of his own generation. They wanted him to give them some sort of sign to prove that he was the Christ. They wondered whether it was worthwhile to follow Jesus.
Jesus told them, “The queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with the men of this generation and condemn them, for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and behold, something greater than Solomon is here” (Luke 11: 31).
King Jesus is infinitely greater than King Solomon
1. Agent of creation – Colossians 1:16
Colossians 1:16, “For in him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or

dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him.”
Jesus was the originating center. He was the location from whom all came into being. He is Lord over creation because He made it! 

Creation owes its unity, its meaning, its very existence to Him. The
essential reason for Christ’s lordship over creation is because He is its Creator.
“all things were created through him and for him” – He is the end for which all things exist. All creation is to serve His will. Everything exists to display his glory, and ultimately Jesus will be glorified in His creation.

2. Sustainer of creation – Colossians 1:17

Colossians 1:17, “And he is before all things and in him all things hold together.”

“before all things” – Jesus existed before the whole created order, the universe and He is above all in rank.

“all things hold together” – Jesus is the unifying principle and the personal sustainer of all creation. Divine glue, spiritual gravity that holds creation together.

“He keeps the cosmos from becoming a chaos” 

3. Provider of salvation – Acts 4:12

Acts 4:12, “And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”
Jesus is the Son of God and the Savior of the world.
4. Judge for our final destination – Acts 10:42

Acts 10:42, “And he [Jesus] commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead.”

In the Book of Revelation, it describes the Great White Throne judgment. Every lost sinner will be individually summoned to take his stand before the divine judgment bar, where every unbeliever will have his day in court before the Lord Jesus Christ. The evidence will be presented, and it will be an irrefutable case presented by God Himself. There will be no rebuttal offered, no defense rendered, and no sympathy extended. There will be no grace, no advocate to defend the sinner, and no miscarriage of justice. There will be no successful appeal by the guilty, and no parole from prison as an escape. There will only be perfect judgment.

In this final judgment, Jesus will announce His just verdict and condemn every unbeliever to eternal punishment and separation from God.
JESUS IS GREATER!

5. Come to Jesus and see if what He says is true
Follow the example of the Queen of Sheba as she came to check out Solomon and see it all she had heard and read was true. 

Your experience will exceed your expectations. Reading words in the Bible and hearing sermons are wonderful to learn about Jesus, but when you come to Him and experience Him for yourself, your experience will exceed your expectations.
Experience – love, joy, forgiveness, grace and mercy.

“peace that passes all understanding” – when words become experience

“comfort in suffering” – Promise of I am the resurrection and the life when standing at the graveside. 
6. Honor Jesus with your worship and your treasure (vs. 9a, 10)  

The queen of Sheba traveled a thousand miles to honor his wisdom and give him her treasure. If Jesus is infinitely greater than Solomon, then Jesus is even more worthy of our honor, worship, and treasure.
II Chronicles 9:9b, “There never were such spices as those the queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon.”  Unique; thought out.
If we do not give Jesus as much as he deserves, then the queen of Sheba will condemn us at the final judgment. She gave full honor to Solomon, who was lesser than Jesus. So how could she do anything but condemn someone who refuses to honor the greater wisdom of Jesus Christ, or worship his majesty, or give him the treasure that he deserves?  You cannot out give God…He is greater!
(Vs. 13) - “King Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba all that she desired, whatever she asked besides what was given her by the bounty of King Solomon. So she turned and went back to her own land with her servants” 
Solomon gave the queen everything she wanted—not just his wisdom, but also his wealth and spiritual insights to the one true living God.
7. Be God’s gift to impact those in your sphere of influence (vs. 9).

All of us can be used in this way. As a teacher, counselor, coach, friend, business associate, mother to other mothers, dad to other dads, mentoring and pouring your life into others, grandparent. You can be God’s gift to those in your sphere of influence.
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