THE STATE OF THE CHURCH 2018

The mission of Shades is “Sending transformed people to influence their world for Christ”. 

1. “Have I Met with God Today?” (II Timothy 3:16-17)
a) Deepen your relationship with God.

II Timothy 3:16 – “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,” 
b) Overflow good works toward others

II Timothy 4:17, “that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.”
2. Am I Giving or Taking? (II Corinthians 8:1-5; 9) 
a) The foundation of giving is grace (vs. 9)
“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.”

b) Give of yourself first then overflow with generosity (vs. 1-5)

embrace grace of God -- (arrow) abundance of joy--(arrow) overflowing generosity
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3. Who Are My 2AM Friends? (Proverbs 17:17)

Proverbs 17:17, “A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.” 
4. Is My Passport Current? (II Timothy 2:20-21)
a) Are you in a position to respond to God’s call?

II Timothy 2:21 If you keep yourself pure, you will be a special utensil for honorable use. Your life will be clean, and you will be ready for the Master to use you for every good work. (NLT)
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5. Am I Close to Someone Far from God? (Philippians 1:12-13)
a) Care about people the same way Christ cares about people (Matthew 9:36) 

b) Build relationships with people who are not connected to God (Philippians 1:12-13; 4:22)  

Philippians 1:12-13, “I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel, so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ.”
Philippians 4:22, “All the saints greet you especially those of Caesar’s household.”
6. What Am I Waiting for? (Matthew 9:9)


a) Embrace the 9:9 Principle (Matthew 9:9)
 Matthew 9:9, “As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, ‘Follow me.’ And he rose and followed him.”
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