“Testing Spirits”
I John 4:1-6
 From a “macro” viewpoint:

Council of Nicea (325) – Affirmed Jesus’ divinity.

Council of Ephesus (431) – Established that Christ has two natures in one person.

Barmen Declaration of Faith in 1934 – German church would not identify with the Nazi party.

Chicago Statement of Inerrancy 1978 – Defended position of biblical inerrancy

Manhattan Declaration of Faith: A Call to Christian Conscience (2009)

· Dignity of life – unborn to the elderly

· Marriage union of a man and woman

· Religious liberty grounded in the character of God

From a “micro” viewpoint 

I. Be Discerning: Test the spirits. 

A. Test #1: What the teachings say (vs. 2-3)

1. Accept Jesus’ incarnation – 100% God 100% human
Mark 1:23-24, “And immediately there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, ‘What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.’”
2. Acknowledge Jesus’ Lordship
3. Consistent with Scripture

4. Doesn’t go beyond Scripture 

B. Test #2: Who celebrates the teaching (vs. 5-6)

1. Spirit of error if accommodates to the world’s beliefs and is embraced by the world.
2. Spirit of truth if embraced by authentic Christ-followers. 

John 8:47, “ Whoever is of God hears the words of God. The reason why you do not hear them is that you are not of God.”
II. Be Encouraged: You are an overcomer (vs. 4)
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