“The Life of a Child of God”
I John 3:1-10
I. God’s Love (vs. 1-2)

1. The wonder of God’s love

2. Our position as a child of God
II. Sin’s Character (vs 4, 8a)

1. Sin is lawless rebellion against God who loves us 

2. Sin supports the cause of the devil who hates us

III. Jesus’ Coming (vs. 3, 5, 8b)

1. Jesus came to take away our sins – justification

“justification” – new standing before God

2. Jesus came to reveal a proper sinless lifestyle – sanctification

“sanctification” – being set apart to God

3. Jesus’ second coming links holiness to hope

IV. Our Response (vs. 6-7, 9-10)
1. Cannot adopt a lifestyle of willful, unrepentant sin

2. Encouraged to take on Christ’s perfect character

3. Holiness fueled by security of God’s love not by fear of losing my salvation

4. Decision to sin or not to sin is a decision to reflect character of Christ or Satan

5. Depend on the power of the Spirit in the inner man 

