TRANSFORMATION: The Outward Reality of an Inner Work

“Transformation”

Romans 12:1-2; II Corinthians 3:18; Ephesians 4:22-24

2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.”
Romans 12:1-2, “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.”
Transformation is:

I. Inside job with outward changes

“transformed” – We get our word metamorphosis.  
Ephesians 4:22-24, “to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.

II. Orchestrated by the Creator
III. Continuous process: slow and strenuous

2 Corinthians 3:18, “And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.
IV. Achieved by renewing your mind
V. Limited by your willingness
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VI. Increases your usefulness in God’s Kingdom 
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