TRANSFORMATION: The Outward Reality of an Inner Work
2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.”
Inside job with outward changes
Orchestrated by God
Continuous process…slow and strenuous
Limited by your willingness

Increase your usefulness in God’s Kingdom 
“Transformation Through Trials”

James 1:2-12

Read James 1:2-4 (on screen)
I. Reality of Trials (vs. 2b) – Everyone will experience trials in their life

II.   Response to Trials (vs. 2a) – Count it all joy
III. Reason for Trials (vs. 3-4) – Strengthening your faith / Developing your Character
“steadfastness” – endurance, perseverance.  
Builds your faith capacity for the long run.

IV. Resources to Face Trials (vs. 5-8)

1. Wisdom

Wisdom is: “Spiritual insight given by God that enables the believer to meet life and its trials with decisions and actions consistent with God’s will.”
2. Faith - Ask in faith – Trust in the character of God.
3. Single-mindedness 

V. Result of trials (vs. 12) – God grants you a deeper, fuller transformed life on earth
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