“Turning the Wilderness to Wonder”
John 8:12
“I see the world in wonder. I see the world Your way and I am walking in the light.”

“I see grace, I see gospel, I see love, I see freedom, I see the Jesus way and I am walking in the light.”

“You’re the wonder in the wild turning the wilderness to wonder.”
“wonder” – feeling of surprise mingled with admiration caused by something beautiful, unexpected, unfamiliar or inexplicable.

I. Foundational Truths

1. God is sovereign and in control

Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth”
Galatians 4:4-5, “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.”
“fullness of time had come” - the appointed time; when the right time came 

“sent forth His Son” - The coming of Jesus Christ into human history was not an accidental happening. It was the fulfillment of many Old Testament prophecies, and the culmination of a plan devised within the eternal counsel of the triune God before the creation of the world.

God sent His Son to redeem us…to take us from being enslaved to sin and destined for eternal separation from God to being free from the penalty of sin and to be adopted into His family and spend eternity with God.
1 Thessalonians 4:16, “For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.”

Mark 13:32, “But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.”
2. The world is full of tribulation and wilderness but Jesus has overcome the world (John 16:33)
John 16:33, “I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.”
Two spheres of existence: "in me" and "in the world".
This points to the contrast between the life which we all must live (in the world resulting in tribulation and treks in the wilderness) and the life which we can choose to live (in Christ resulting in peace).

In the world you will have "tribulation" - describes a situation so difficult that it causes one to feel stressed, squeezed, pressured, or crushed. It can be translated as distress, affliction, or trouble but it always indicates a level of intensity that is almost unbearable in the natural realm.
Those who are in Christ inevitably suffer tribulation in the world and deal with their fair share of wilderness wanderings; however, Jesus says that we are to “take heart.”
"take heart" - literally means "to be courageous". It is a word that would be spoken to strengthen someone who is facing some kind of hardship or difficult ordeal.
"I have overcome the world" - nikos - the word for victory. The grammar does not imply a single victory in the past but a continuous and abiding victory.  
Quite an audacious comment coming hours before the cross. However, Jesus goes to the cross not in fear or gloom, but as a conqueror. His coming, suffering, death, resurrection and return to the Father signify a complete victory over the world. 
The troubles we have and the wilderness that we travel remind us that the battle is not yet over; however, the outcome has already been decided. Jesus has overcome the world and He will overcome everything Satan can throw at us.

So when we abide in the sphere of “in Christ”, then we will have peace in the midst of tribulation and in middle of the wilderness because Jesus has overcome the world.
3. Jesus is the light of the world (John 8:12a)
John 8:12, “Again Jesus spoke to them saying, ‘I am the light of the world...”
Jesus at the Feast of Tabernacles where they celebrated how God took care of Israel as they wandered in the wilderness. Every day there was a symbolic pouring of water on the altar to remember how water came from the rock.

Also during this week, they lit large lamps around the temple that lit up much of Jerusalem. This was to be a reminder that God led them a cloud during the day and a pillar of fire at night. The pillar of fire was to assure the people of God’s presence, protection and guidance.

In John 8:12 Jesus claims to be the “light of the world.” He claims divinity.

God led them by the pillar of fire and now Jesus says He is the light of the world. In Him there is salvation, protection and guidance.
Light reveals. Jesus reveals to us who God is.

Light illuminates. Jesus illumines the truth. You want to know the truth, read the Bible and see what Jesus says.
Light illuminates our way, our path.
II. Turning the Wilderness to Wonder (John 8:12b)

John 8:12b, “Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
1. Walk in the light…walk in the wonder

“follow” means to accept as authority; to imitate. You imitate Jesus which means to obey His word then you will have the light of life. Light reveals and illuminates and then you will see not with a worldly perspective but with a Kingdom of God perspective. You begin to see beyond the situation of the wilderness and begin to see the wonder…the beautiful, unexpected, inexplicable works of God. And they are all around you in your wilderness. 
Look for wonders in the wilderness. While traveling through the wilderness, God showed his wonders daily with the pillar of cloud and pillar of fire; manna 6 of 7 days; meeting with Moses in the Tent of Meeting and Moses leaving the tent with veiled face; shoes nor clothes ever wore out!
Deuteronomy 29:5, “For forty years I led you through the wilderness, yet your clothes and sandals did not wear out.”
· Guys one pair of jeans, gym shorts, 2 tshirts happy!
· Wife wants new shoes – “when these wear out I will buy you some!”
When you follow Jesus and walk in the light, it will change your perspective. You begin to walk in the light and you will see God’s wonder all around you.
1.  I see the world in ACCEPTANCE – whosoever will may come
2. I see the world in BEAUTY – creator; master designer

3. I see the world in CONTENTMENT – I have learned in whatever state I am to be content.

4. I see the world in DISCIPLINE – I discipline my body and keep it under control lest after preaching to others myself should be disqualified.

5. I see the world in EXALTATION – Isaiah “I will exalt you. I will praise your name.”

6. I see the world in FREEDOM – Galatians 5:1, “Christ has set you free”

7. I see the world in GRACE, GOSPEL

8. I see the world in HOPE – set on the living God

9. I see the world in LOVE – for God so loved the whole world

I am walking in the light…I am walking in the wonder.

2. Don’t be afraid to follow; don’t be ashamed to say so (Romans 1:16)
Romans 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes.”
ILLUS – Talking to driver from Sydney to Parramatta. Talked about the states, sports, Hillsong conference, that I was a pastor, cars, traffic, Olympics in 2000, politics…everything but Jesus

ILLUS – Don Ritchie – recently died at age 85. For 45 years saved 160 to 500 people from committing suicide from Australia’s most famous suicide point called “The Gap”. There are edged cliffs and a view of the famous Sydney Harbor. Insurance salesman. Would look for those depressed and would walk outside with palms open wide and say, “Is there something I could do to help you?” Invite them in for tea, coffee, breakfast. He was called the “The Angel of the Gap”. Now signs and call box.

ILLUS – Sharing with Indian driver back to airport. 
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